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By TOM DONNELLY

— 'I‘FEEL sorry for CIA diveclor

© ' " Richard M. Helms. He would

niovor hava written that letter to

that St. Louis wnewspaper if

somebody had on]y fold him -

that in the nation's Capital there

13 no such thing as free speech.

Certainly not for heads of
government agencics

As everybody knows by now,
The St. Louis Globe-Democrat®
ran an editorial which cailed
Sen, J. William Fuobright (D..
Ack.) “a erafty Arkansan™ and
said he had ‘received - his
“comeuppance” in the Scnate
vole that denied his commiltce
- tepresentation on  a  CIA
i watchdog committee, Mr
“ Helms wrole a lefter to the
edilor, saying, "I want io let
_ S T you know of my_pleasure in
P S T S . reading  the  editorial  titled
SR o : Brickbals for Fulbright.’

What's more, -Mr,
signed his name,

Naturally all hell broke loose.

Sen. Wayne Morse, who can
oo always be depended upon lo
ko . launch  the first “counter-
LR oficnsive - (on  any  issue,
o o v 5 Tpnglime, anywhere) has
e c 7 demanded Mr,  ielms
' v " resignation. This altack by Sen.
Morse, .veteran Capitol
observers report, has atoused a
certain  sympathy for Mr,
© . - Helms, Tt is felt that any man -
' denounced by Wayne Morse
© - can't be all bad.

Thae CIA isn't supposed fo
operate within tho US.; Sen.
Morsa says it must be assumed
- ~ that the Helms lotter iy “only &
v ymail sogment of what is going
© 7" an -that  is  unsigned  or
nrevealed ‘s o its_ CiA
jource,”
/I’ just possible - Sen.. Morse *
‘has something here. (It s felt
- -anme Capitol ohservers that -

ilelms
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Memows
of a Hush Hush.i
Agent o

. detour,

advised Mr, Helms of the;
tempers, crotchels,:
superstitions, beliefs andq
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Wayno Morse can't be all, -
wrong) I've often wondered
about some of those ielters lo
the editors signed by obviousty
made- -Up names like *“Indignant
Citizen” and  “Heartbroken
Biother™ and *'Patriofic
American.” I's usually mighly |
difficult to figure out what those
leiler writers are getling al.
You think the point is that small-
kids make too much noise apd
ought to be stopped, or that
thera is entirely toe much
drunken driving these days. Bub
alt of a sudden you're off on a
like the communists’
invented the frug, or high sehool | " s
sex, or are responsible for the f- .. '
incredse fn purse-snatching at
drive-in movies. Now if some of | = -
these communications are being | -~

planted by the CIA for its own | .

labrinthine motivations it's no
wonder the average rcader finds
fhem so mysierions. Only a CIA
man can tell what the purpose’
of the leiter is, and whether that
purpose has been achieved.

What I want lo know is: Why
didn't any ‘of Mr. Helms'
underlings  brief him on the
selup here in' Washington? An
agency head, or even a filing,
clerk, SIMPLY DOES NOT |
congralulateANYBODY !
WIATSOEVER for in any way !
crilicizing the Senate. At least,o
NOT IN WRITING. Some CIA I,
agent cerlainly should have .

alliludes of fhe most impariant ;
tribe in Washington. The Helms !
episode indicates that we may.
have anolher example of faully
liaison work here, anothet
failure of the CIA to Yead the.
mood of the natives accurately +

I hope Congress" doesn’t] ,
lsunch an investigation, - Thats . ~.-
way we'll nover find ol,tt what, . -
-ronlly hannenad. . d‘l. T A
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